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over-shadowed. I will, therefore, pass them over and will
only relate two incidents which I always recall when I think of
those days.

Under the instructive guidance of Hinzpeter we made
numerous excursions to the Dutch towns to visit churches and
galleries which were of particular interest to me. We visited/
for example, the Mauritz-Huis at the Hague, the State Museum
in Amsterdam, and the Franz Hals Museum in Haarlem, which,
in those days, was still accommodated in the Town Hall. Above^
all others, the works of Rembrandt, Van Dyck and Franz
Hals made a deep impression upon me. As regards the subjects
depicted, I was interested most in pictures portraying the great
Dutch naval battles, and I often tried to reproduce them at
home from memory.

Returning home from these excursions we usually took the
tram from the Hague to Scheveningen. We became friendly
with one of the tram conductors, who had fought in my father's
army in 1870 and had distinguished himself at the battle of
Worth. He told us a great deal about those days and of the
enthusiasm of the troops for my father. In one place where
the tram lines made a very sharp curve (they were still horse-
drawn trams in those days) the tram-car fairly regularly ran off
the rails. This would be followed by the conductor-crying
out: {t Gentlemen, the car has got to be shoved back ! " We
youngsters would then jump off the car, would put our
shoulders to it, push it back into position and were very proud
when thanked by the passengers inside.

Our visits to the churches took us one day to Gouda, where we
admired the beautiful stained-glass windows. One of them
represented Judith and Holofenies, at the moment when the
Hebrew heroine is leaving the room with the head of
Nebuchadnezzar's general. The beheaded body lay in a
magnificent bed with silk draperies. My historical sense of
style was somewhat shocked when I observed that a pedestal
table stood by the bed and upon, it a Chinese tea-set. My
question whether people in those days already drank tea greatly"
'disconcerted poor Hinzpeter, as did likewise my next question
as to how Hoiofernes, lodged as he was in a simple tent, had